Minutes With...
Lee Daniels

Lee Daniels ultimately wants to make
movies his 10-year-old twins can watch.
But for now the Philly-born producer is fo-
cused on content that's clearly for mature
audiences. From the tension-filled drama
in Monster's Ball to the tale of a child mo-
lester’s struggle against relapse in 2004's
The Woodsman, Daniels is a crusader for
truth on film. And this month Daniels, 486,
takes the director's chair on another con-
troversial film: Shadowboxer, a sordid tale
of unconventional family values and
blurred personal boundaries starring Cuba
Gooding, Jr., Mo'Nique and Macy Gray.
We checked in with the filmmaker to see
what his first time was like:

Shadowbaoxer has quite a plot. How would
you describe it?

The story is & twisted, action-packed roler-coaster
ride. It's & bit urban and Eura, a bit ghetto and gay.
| think it represarts Amerca,

Hollywood seems so scared to promote the
complex topics your films explore: racism,
addiction, infidelity and pedophilia. Why?
Hallywood likes everytiing wrapped in & nest bow,
but life is abaut thea gray armas. Holkowand also has
its awen perceptian of Black people. | want to break
those stereotypes. With Shadowboxer, | was
asked, “Wheoowill balieve a nice-looking \Whita man
would wanl Mo ™igue's characler?™ | said, “You
nead to lag an to & chat room or read the back of
the Fitlage Voice!™ My mothes taught me never (o
lig, 52 | try 1o oring horesty to the scresn,

You've been successful at telling the truth.
It's funmy. Since My heart attack last
Dwlouer, | oeline succsss as just wak-
ing up. Sefore, success was trving to
get a movie made. Now it's making
sure the bills are covared, arnd my

<ids are eatinz ard in school.
[Lavghs] Hoenestly, that's whal gives
Me N3ppiness.  [EENA F. RDEIRTEON
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