
orUsher,20ll has been
quite a rebirth. While
the  mul t ip la t inum

singer's box-office-breaking
OMG tour and tutelage of
pop prot6g6 Justin Bieber
nabbed head l ines .  i t  was
the entertainer's passion for
fatherhood and paying it for-
ward through his New Look
Foundation that impressed
us. The latter is cr i t ical.  par-

ticularly given December I is

World AIDS Day. Earlier this
year, Usher, 33, partnered

with Belvedere Vodka, which
is donating halfofthe profits
from every sale of (Belvedere)

RED Special Edit ion to the
Global Fund. The interna-
t ional f inancing inst i tut ion
distributes resources to flght
HIV/AIDS in countries such
as Rwanda, Swaziland, Ghan4
Lesotho, Zambia and South
Africa. Though constantly in

motion, Usher found time in
his hectic schedule to talk to
ESSENCE about his amaz-
ingyear and his most impor-
tant role: being a good dad to
sons Usher V, or Cinco as he's
called, and Naviyd.

ESSENCE: Congrats on
your continued success.
Now, let's talk about family.
What does being a father
mean to you?

NEWS&CULTURE

USHER: It means everything
in life. I wanted to be a father
before I became one. I didn't
want to fall victim to the sre-
reotype that fBlack men are]
elusive. I  didn't  want to be
absent, like mydad.

ESSENCE: So where do you
pull examples about being a
man and a father?
USHER: Everything I've done
with the New Look Foundation

fstemmedfrom] mylongingfor
my father. I was also a Boys &
Girls Club kid. I had mentors
and a great coach who went
the extra mile to [guide] me. I
have Cliff Huxtable to thank
too, because he raised alot of us

laughsf. There was also Uncle
Phil from The Fresh Prince of
B el-Air and,F red Sanford from
Sanford & Son Those charac-
ters were great references.

ESSENCE: Which of your
traits do you see in Cinco
and Naviyd
USH ER: Myboys are verycal-
culating. When they've been
away from me for a while, I
see the Iittle things theytryto
get awaywith because they've
been around other people. I
let them have their way, but
not always.

ESSENCE: What has being a
father taught you?

USHER:  I t ' s  taught  me the
importance of standing up
and being there to help them
find their way. I'm also real-
izing that although they're
kids, in the l i teral sense, I 'm
really raising future adults.

ESSENCE: What do you want
for your sons?
USHER: I want them to know
that there's a huge world out
there, and fiftheret any'thing]
theywant to do, all they have
to do is put their mind to i t .

-Regina R. Robertson

ENTERTAI N M ENT

flowlIsherGot
IlisGrooveBack
Singer and producer Usher Raymond's growth, as a father and
philanthropist, was the pinnacle of his megasuccessful year

o
z

o

o
n

r l
r l

q

o

=
O
m

7 4  E S S E N c E  I  D E c E M B E R  2 o 1

ttzFor more detqils on Usher's New Look
+ct\ Foundation. visit USH ERSNEWLOOK.ORG


