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to make me look like
somebody else.”




lovin’
the
skin I
theyre

Queen Latifah,
Gabrielle Union and
Angela Bassett
challenge Hollywood’s
definition of what’s
considered beautiful,
both on and off the
big screen. And on
these pages, each
woman shares how
she’s come to accept
her unique beauty
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right eye [the resutt of a sexual

 she endured at 19]. For the

ongest time | would stare at t, feel-

ing disfigured, but now it shows me
I'm capable of surviving."
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“I'm proud of the scar tissue under my right
eye. For the longest time | felt disfigured, but
now it shows me what I'm capable of surviving.”
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Angela Bassell

Angela Bassett's physique has had us transfixed ever since she whipped herself into shape in 30 days to
bring Tina Turner's life to the big screen. Thirteen years later the 47-year-old Oscar nominee still works at
maintaining her chiseled frame. “God gives us each something to be proud about,” Bassett says. “He gave
me good arms and a good upper torso. | also like the strength and power of my back.” This year Bassett
reteams with Laurence Fishburne for Akeelah and the Bee (in theaters Aﬁgil;28}_._ But first she's gearing up
for her most important role yet, as the mother of twins—a boy and-a girl—due next month via a surrogate.
“I'm looking forward to it,” she says. “I thought | would have the option fo bear children in my forties as
long as | was healthy and took care of myself, but | don't. My body decided what it was going to do. | was
unable to carry, but there are other ways you can have children.” Bassett‘s"._'alsq keeping an open mind when
it comes to her looks. “Plastic surgery is hard to resist,” she admits, laughing. “I couldn't see myself
adding anything, but | might take a few things away. | love seeing people who are mature in age and are

healthy and vibrant. You just have to live and laugh—joy looks great on everybody.” [J

“You just have to
live and laugh—
joy looks great on

everybody.”




