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of influence allowed him to move the release date of his next
film, Seven Pounds, a drama, to December 19 so that it wouldn’t
collide with the release of his son Jaden’s sophomore feature,
The Day the Earth Stood Still, which opens a week prior.

Then there’s Jada, who stands by his side yet continues to climb
and thrive in her own right. She silenced the ballroom at the
Essence First Annual Black Women in Hollywood Luncheon last
February by offering two brief words of encouragement: Do you.
It’s really that simple. Most recently she and daughter Willow lent
their voices to the animated feature Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa.
Before that, Jada wrote, directed, and starred in the independent
feature The Human Contract, and started filming and executive-
producing the TNT pilot Time Heals. This is the same fearless spirit
who picked up a pen to write the children’s book Girls Hold Up This
World and grabbed the mic as the front woman of her metal band,
Wicked Wisdom, and rocked out hard at Ozzfest.

On New Year’s Eve, Will and Jada will celebrate their eleventh
anniversary. In Tinseltown, that’s an eternity. But if you ask
them, it’s just the beginning. Here the couple reminisce about
the challenges of their early days, reveal why it's so important to
give each other space, and tell how they keep their sights set on
the bigger picture.

Just wants to be a good dude. When we got together, both of us were
going through rough times. I loved the relationship you had with
your grandmother GiGi and the commitment you had to Trey. I
remember watching how you dealt with Sheree [Will's ex], which
was admirable, and I thought, Ifthis is how he treats somebody who
heain’t really feeling, imagine how he’ll treat somebody he loves. 1 know
that was hard for you. I could see that you were struggling. Most
people would have been trying to figure out, How can I pay this
person back? But you were always thinking, What is the right thing
to do? It took me a long time to get on that page. 1 felt like you were
strong where I'was weak, and then in some instances, I could offer
you strength. We were like puzzle pieces.

WILL: We were puzzle pieces, all right.

JADA: That, too. Sex is a very, very important factor for me,
especially when you're talking about being with somebody for the
rest of your life. It worked out nicely. How would you define our
roles as husband and wife?

WILL: I believe that form follows function. Once we got into our
marriage and lived it for a minute, it became easier to create the
form. It changes, though. There’s a great episode of The King of
Queens when Kevin James's character tells his wife, “I am exactly
the way Iwas in my brochure.” Maybe Ishould have looked at those

“WHEN YOU’RE MARRIED, YOU CAN
NO LONGER HIDE FROM YOURSELF,

WHICH CAN BE

JADA: CanIaskyou a question?

WILL: Ask me a question.

JADA: What do you love about being married?

WILL: Well, the truth about life is that we’re all alone. But when
somebody loves you, right, that experience is shared. Love is the
only real connective tissue that allows you to not live and die by
yourself. It gives you purpose beyond you. You don’t necessarily
have to get married to have that, but I've always wanted to be
married. I knew you were that person for me because you're loyal,
toa fault. You'll destroy yourself to be loyal to somebody else.
JADA: Isn’t that the truth? I'm working on that. [Laughs] You do
know that you're the first man I've given that to.

WILL: Absolutely. That’s what makes it special. When I met you, 1
knew that you didn’t trust anybody.

JADA: 1didn’t have trust because I hadn’t been in contact with
any men who were trustworthy. Both of my grandparents were in
very long marriages. They weren’t necessarily great marriages,
but my grandmothers were loyal. That’s where I learned that you
have to ride it out, but I had no concept of the beauty of maleness
or that it had to be cultivated. Ididn’t understand that you've got
to create what you want in your relationship, but you've got to be
who you want to be first.

WILL: And you might have to be who you want to be with somebody
who doesn’t deserve it.

JADA: That’s what I wasn’t willing to do. Trying to be with
somebody who you know doesn’t deserve it is too hard. 1 knew
you deserved it, but it had more to do with your relationship with
your God and yourself than with me. I thought, Okay, this dude

PAINFUL.” —wiL.

30 empty pages at the end of your brochure, because I don’t think
I even have the same product. But then, I believe that creativity is
definitely part of the feminine.

JADA: Creation is a godly act. When man and woman come
together, it’s all about creation. That’s our purpose in being
together. We've created love, we've created a family, we create
power and unity. We're constantly changing. I think people get
into the concept of being constant in their relationships. That’s a
huge mistake because things are going to change. It doesn’t matter
if you're going forward or backward, you're going to be moving.
WILL: Well, part of the masculine is the embrace of logic. I've
created parameters based on the ups and downs, ins and outs
and just the bizarre nature of living. So that’s what narrows the
choices that I'll make.

JADA: And for me, there are no limits. I can see how that might be
annoying, butdoyou thinkit’s a curse?

WILL: It’s not a curse, but it’s definitely annoying, for real [laughs].
JADA: So how do you deal with me constantly changing,
expanding...transforming?

WILL: You’'ve made an agreement and I know that no matter
what, you're always going to love me. You're always going to be
with me.

JADA: [s that enough for you?

WILL: That's enough. That’s the base. You can perform at Ozzfest,
go direct a movie, or we can even sell our house because you
don’t want to live in this city anymore. All of that is possible, but
Iwould never be able to function if our union came into question.
Doyou think there’s a secret to making marriage work? >
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THE STORY OF US

JADA: I wish there was a formula that said, “If you follow this right
here, you will have a successful marriage,” but it's so different for
everybody. In order to have a good relationship, I think you've got
to give yourself There’s somuch beauty in having that vulnerability
and openness, but it’s also a double-edged sword because nobody
can hurt you more than the person who’s closest to you. Your
partner knows all your buttons, and there are times when it feels
like things are unforgivable.

WILL: When you're married, you can no longer hide from yourself,
which can be excruciatingly painful. The secret is removing
divorce as an option. Anybody who gives themselves that option
will get a divorce.

JADA: 1 completely understand why some people just say, “F--- it!”
It’s not always easy, and it hurts, and sometimes it seems easier to
clean the slate. Sometimes you get to a place where it’s too painful,
and you just want to roll up in a ball and disappear, but marriage
is about confronting. We think our partners are supposed to
erase all the troubles of the world, but it’s just the opposite. Your
partner is going to open you up. It takes love and commitment to
stand together and fight through. You have to have the emotional
maturity to pull all your feelings out and figure out how to fix it. I
think that we might send the wrong message, though. People have
said to me, “Oh, you make it look so easy,” and I'm like, “Have you
been in a relationship?”

decisions and surf the waves of life. It doesn’t have to be more
complicated than that. There’s a difference between making a
choice to do the wrong thing versus trying to justify it as the right
thing. That’s where you kill yourself.

JADA: Right, just know that you're doing wrong. It’s like, “I'm doing
wrong today, but I'll make it right tomorrow.” [Laughs] Kids will
rebel and fight, but the minute you raise your hands in surrender,
that’s when theywant to listen.

WILL: I tell the kids all the time, “Your life is yours. I'm just an
assistant.” I know that it’s hard to be a part of our family because
we're not settling for less than the world being a better place
because we were here. It’s like, “You might not be down with that,
but that’s your choice. I'm not making you do anything.”

JADA: 1 know this may sound like newfangled parenting, but
you can see how children develop their self-esteem when they
are allowed to make their own choices. They feel that they have
ownership of their life. There are parameters, though, because
there are some areas where they don’t have a choice, like with
their safety. Whereas Jaden and Willow have chosen to work in
this business, Trey has gone the other way and is doing his own
thing. He's a football star.

WILL: Trey’s like, “You're messing up all my high school time with
this famous stuff.”

JADA: So, how doyou keep it all balanced, babe?

“MY MIND WORKS LIKE THE

TERMINATOR.

I FOCUS ON ONE

GOAL: AND I WILL NOT STOP.” _—wi.L

WILL: I'm not sure if anybody would believe it, but I'd say that we
disagree more than most married couples, on a fundamental level.
One of our biggest disputes was over writing our priorities.

JADA: That's because you said you are your first priority, then us,
and then the kids. Ididn’t understand why the kids were third.
WILL: You listed the kids first, us second, and you, third. That’s not
human. When you're on a plane, they say, “Put your mask on first.”
You can’t help anybody else if you don’t put your mask on. You're
going to die. You are your first priority, then our relationship, and
our family is third. I know it might seem selfish, but we've got to
take care of us. We won’t have anything for them if we're out of
sync. Unhappy parents ruin their children.

JADA: You were right. Once I started taking care of myself, I had
tons of energy to do whatever. As long as I'm rejuvenated, I don’t
stop. As a parent, you want to enhance the circumstances of your
children. You don’t want them to go through the same stuff that
you did. Their lives are different and they're going to have their
own experiences and challenges, but I know that they're going
to wild out too. I look at people like Lindsay Lohan and Britney
Spears and I think, That’s what you do when you’re young. That’s
just part of developing as a human being, I want to give the kids
the tools to make the right choices.

WILL: Compared to some of the stuff that I did, and got away with,
Britney is keeping it real tame. I just wasn't in the media like that
at that age. Ilike to keep things simple. If you understand the basic
definitions of right and wrong, good and evil, you can make sound
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WILL: I've been trying to adjust my mentality because I think I
have a somewhat archaic view of balance. My mind works like the
Terminator. I focus on one goal and I absolutely, positively, will not
stop. Because of the unique position that we're in, and the amount
of moneyand resources that are amassed from me making movies,
I feel like, “Everybody [in our family] needs to support me making
movies.” [Laughs] I've lived a totally unbalanced life, and this has
been the first time that I'm actually shutting movies out for five
or six months so I can really focus and spend some extended time
with family and friends. I'm just starting to believe in the idea of
balance, but you've always been the one to keep the ship from
falling over. I found balance when I met you.

JADA: That's a nice thing to say.

WILL: That’s the reality. Doyou see it differently?

JADA: My theory is that you have to let people find their way.
You have provided in a way that I have the resources I need todo
what’s necessary. I try to be flexible, like water, but sometimes it
can be strenuous. You have to just flow, that’s what life is about.
But people need to be happy. That’s number one. So if being inan
extreme place is what makes you happy, then I, we, have to figure
out a way to facilitate that. Also, you've always been able to flow
with me. I know that I'm all over the place, but that’s just who I
am. You allow me to be. It’s about both of us doing what we love
to do, and then doing everything we can for our kids. We just
have to do it—together. [

Regina R. Robertson is West Coast editor for this magazine.
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