When food writer MIna Simonds
was 23, she refurnied from Shudying
cooking in Tasean deterrmined 1o make
cnly authentic, to-the-letter Chiness
dishes, But after years of travel
throwghout Asia and India and a two-
yzar Stint i Londan, Shi has bicome
bass siringent. She now Rappily Mixes
nfluences to create unigue, Nevwarul
reCipEs, biog thigse lealuned in “Spice™
(page w4, which ane taken from her
ninth cookbook, Spvces off LifeiKnop,
Cat tis marth, I beed 1o reshape traditional ideas, 1o personalize
Ui aind (0 makee: them Samipser ior peopie,” Sha Says. Simonds, who
lves with her hushand and teenage son in Sakem, Massachusetts.
régularly contributes (o The Mew York Times traved saction,

In compiling her list of
“Bodies That Madea a
Differanca” (page MA),
author Mary
GONIon was foroed
toleave a few things
out— ke seweral of

the texts (Forster's
For "Must-See Show of the Month™ (page 62). Howards End and
Hegina R. RODerison reviewsd the HBO Conrad™s The Secref
e Lackawanna Blees, about a boy ralsed Agent) she immerssd

by mn scoentric grandmiother igune,
Watching the fiim, Robertson was
resninced of Mrs. Bewley, hed

ol imwihibe veriting
e Late st nowved, Pear!
(Fantnedn). “| keck to

childheosd nei ghbor im karmalca, diifferent wribers to

Newe vark, “We all have people iy mie how 10 do

oLtk our farmilly whid kowd difleran] prosects,”

and supported us when we Sa¥S Gorgon. “0n the days vwihen nothing comes (o me, | copy by
YRR YOUNE, ™ S5yS Robartson. nand passages that aoc ompd ish winat I'm Inving o do.” Gordon, who

“Unfortunately, we often forpet therm
when we get cider,” Robertson, who

lives with har husband in New York City, also practices French by
struggling through three pages of Proust each moming

Bves in Los Angeles, writes ¥ B
for Eszence and the B o
Associated Press. She's o B
ﬂ:ﬁ;?;::‘m“ o 1 1':{ H "l_"- “The RSO F.ij:m't Gel dowany™ (page 151) 15 author
fatheress daushters, Rick Moody's (The ice Storm) contribution
1 e ey ColbsCEiOn Corrmittea Men Tell Siones

af Lowe, Commitmand, and Marriage (Bloomsbury)
MACachy SaEnes e wanted 1o lake part because the book
fills an important vold in literature, but the assignment
was a challenpe. “Fear of commatmient 5 an alamant of
rale peychology that we don't easily talk aboul,” he
says. "I found rrysell incredibly resistant. | had o dig
daap.” Moody, wid lives in Brookhm with his wife,

i finiEhing a nowed about the television business
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